Dear Member and Friend of NAMI-Vermont:

On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff at NAMI-Vermont, | am writing to share with you
news about a major change to one of our organizational policies—the Corporate Funding Policy
which governs the solicitation, acceptance and use of all contributions to NAMI-Vermont—from
individuals as well as public and private entities. The leadership of NAMI-Vermont recently
voted to end a 26-year old practice and will no longer accept direct corporate contributions from
pharmaceutical companies.

This decision followed several months of conversations as well as careful revision to our long-
standing Corporate Funding Policy. We believe the decision to no longer solicit or accept
contributions from pharmaceutical companies will help remove any perceived “corporate veil” of
this money around the vital work which we perform every day on behalf of the thousands of
individuals and families in Vermont affected by mental illness. This change received support
from the Board of Directors for the following reasons:

1. We wish to dispel any concerns or perceptions by our members, partnering
organizations and the public that our programs, organizational practices and position on
public policy are influenced in any way by pharmaceutical company money.

2. We wish to make more transparent our policy of rejecting the promotion and/or
endorsement of particular pharmaceutical products or companies.

3. We wish to ensure the Department of Mental Health and our state, local and national
elected officials that our contractual obligations in serving the people of Vermont are
being fully met without violating our mission or compromising our integrity and
independence.

It is important to recognize that this shift in direction in no way minimizes our recognition of the
role of appropriate medication for so many of our loved ones who carry the daily burden of
mental illness. Medication is one part of treatment which often saves lives for those who require
it—and makes recovery and improved quality of life possible.

Finally, we feel that you would agree that during an economic recession, rejection of any
funding source represents a bold action which will impact our overall revenue picture. So we
hope that your approval of our policy change to become independent of pharmaceutical funding
may inspire you to increase your giving to NAMI-Vermont to sustain the vital work we carry out.

If you have any guestions, comments, or concerns about the revised Corporate Funding Policy,
or would like a copy of it, please contact me at kcummings@namivt.org or call 1-800-639-6480,
Ext. 101 or Linda Anderson, Office Manager at landerson@namivt.org. The policy will also be
posted on our website after May 1%

Thank you and be well.

Katina
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