The Nation’s Voice on Mental lliness
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January 15, 2008

Dear Friend,

We need your help. Please sign and mail the entlpsstcards to Representative «Rep. L.Narhe»,
Chairman O'Flaherty , Speaker DiMasi and Goverrairiék in support of house bill 1313. “An AEt
Relative to Confinement Conditions and Treatmenfasoners with Mental lliness” sponsoredjby
Representative Ruth Balser.

As you may have read in the Boston Globe Spotlightihe present time more than 50% of the

inmates in solitary confinement are mentally ilmates compared to 22% of the population thay are
receiving mental health services. In the last twarg 11 inmates have committed suicide. This
necessary to protect mentally ill inmates from tbsise.

What is in this bill:

* If, after the assessment, inmates in a segregaidcare found to meet certain criteria of havi
mental illness, then they are to be transferredl antesidential treatment unit or provided withiciadly
appropriate treatment in the general population.

» The bill would also establish mental health tneait programs inside correctional facilities. Thse
programs include but are not limited to residentiahtment units (mentioned above). Through these
programs, inmates are to receive therapy and paychiservices in settings appropriate to clinfcal

needs. There must be at least one residentiahtezditunit for Level 6 inmates.

» The Bill ensures that when inmates are confirmed segregated unit, they must have a mental
assessment by a mental health professional withihdlirs and be reassessed every 3 days thergafter
(at a minimum).

» The bill: requires that correctional staff wor§ion the residential treatment units are to rec
minimum of 40 hours of training, plus 12 hours aahu All other correctional officers are to recei
hours of mental health training annually. Trainingludes info about mental illness, goalsof tre
medications and side effects, co-occurring dis@dand how to safely manage inmates with mgntal
illness.

Thanks for your help.
Yours in advocacy,
Sidney C. Gelb
Public Policy Chair,
NAMI MASS
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