
MATTHEW J. KUNTZ 

 
 
EDUCATION 
Juris Doctorate - University of Oregon School of Law (2006) 
Bachelors of Science – United States Military Academy (1999) with a major in Political 
Science (International Relations) and a minor in Environmental Engineering 
 
Interim Director: Center for Mental Health Research and Recovery at Montana State 
University. The Center utilizes interdisciplinary health science research to improve the 
process of diagnosing and treating serious mental illness through collaborative efforts 
between some of the State of Montana’s best neuroscientists, social scientists, clinicians, 
engineers, and those affected by mental illness, and their families. August 2018 – Present  

• Principal Investigator of the Youth Aware of Mental Health research project 
which delivers and analyzes this critical intervention.  The project served 24 
schools and over 3,000 students in the 2018-2019 school year. 

• Supported Dr. Mark Schure PhD in the Thrive for Montana online cognitive 
behavioral therapy for suicide prevention research project. 

• Worked with Dr. Indika Kahanda PhD and student researchers on developing 
machine learning software platforms to analyze worldwide brain health research 
patterns. The project was picked as a Shared Task for 2019 Conference on 
Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing and 9th International Joint 
Conference on Natural Language Processing 

• Served on Creating Options for Veterans’ Expedited Recovery (COVER) 
Commission. The COVER Commission was established to o provide advice to 
VA, the President, and Congress, and examine the evidence-based therapy 
treatment model used by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for treating mental 
health conditions of Veterans and potential benefits of incorporating 
complementary and integrative health treatments available in non-Department 
facilities. 

 
Executive Director: National Alliance on Mental Illness for Montana.  Managed 
organization’s efforts to support, educate, and advocate for Montanans with mental 
illness and their families. June 2008 - Present 

• Led organization’s successful efforts to pass the Deployment Health Assessment 
Act of 2009 through Congress to ensure that the entire military screens and 
effectively cares for service members with post traumatic stress injuries. 

• Envisioned and helped establish the Center for Mental Illness Research and 
Recovery Center at Montana State University. Helped secure almost $2.3 million 
in funding.  

• Serving as co-investigator of Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute-
funded project to determine the most effective means of treating bipolar disorder 
through the analysis of over a million electronic health records. 

• Worked with committee of volunteers to facilitate seven successful fundraising 
Walks from 2008-2019 raising more than $1,530,000. 



• Lobbied Montana Legislature in 2009, 2011, 2013, 2015, 2017, and 2019 
successfully on a variety of challenging issues involving serious mental illness 
and suicide prevention – including passing mental health parity reform. 

• Developed broad communications platform with various delivery mechanisms to 
inform the public and decision-makers about the organization. 

• Developed and published Treatment Scout website which collects and displays 
reviews of mental health, substance abuse, and other forms of inpatient treatment. 

• Developed and published Brain Research Tagging website which trains people on 
brain research while they catalogue articles for future machine learning efforts. 

• Developed mental illness outcomes measures project capable of real-time 
monitoring of customer performance and recovery measures throughout 
Montana’s outpatient mental health centers. 

• Worked directly with families and consumers to help them access resources and 
navigate through challenges with the mental illness treatment system and criminal 
justice system. 

• Developed a one-hour curriculum to describe the basics of serious mental illness 
which has been utilized by a number of NAMI affiliates across the country. 

• Member of Department of Veterans Affairs National Research Advisory Council 
which provides advice to the Under Secretary for Health and the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs on research and development. 

• Recognized by President Obama, USA Today, Newsweek, People Magazine, 
Major League Baseball, and the Chronicle of Philanthropy. 

 
Attorney: Boyar & Kuntz, P.L.L.C. Founding partner of law firm focused on estate 
planning and commercial transactions. March 2011 – 2015. 
 
Attorney: Browning, Kaleczyc, Berry, and Hoven, P.C.  Associate attorney with a 
practice focused on commercial transactions and litigation.  Member of Montana Bar 
Association (currently inactive).  Licensed in Montana’s state and federal courts. 
September 2006 – June 2008 

• Functioned as Watkins and Shepard Trucking’s de facto general counsel from 
July of 2007 to June of 2008. 

• Participated in litigation regarding: the duties of corporate officers, insurance 
defense, employment practices, taxation valuations, environmental contamination, 
etc. for clients that ranged from publicly-traded companies to individuals. 

• Drafted contracts and transactions with complexities that varied from simple 
incorporations to large commercial leases and the merger of a risk retention 
group. 

U.S. Army – First Lieutenant – Infantry (May 1999 – November 2001)  

Battalion Air and Ammunition Manager: Planned, executed, and integrated air 
operations for a 600-man light infantry battalion task force, routinely supported by 
artillery, engineer, air defense, and intelligence units.  Coordinated within the 
organization and with outside agencies to acquire and manage resources in support of 
contingency operations.   


